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[20437} No. 54
Mr. Cheetham to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 29.)

{(No. 50. Confidential.)
Sir, Cuiro, May 20, 1911.

I TAVE the honour to report that information has been received at the
Intelligence Dopartment of the Egyptian War Ofice to the effect that fifty Turkish
z;oldierge have recently been transferred from Akaba to the isiands of Tiran and
Senafir, at the entrance to the Gulf of Akaba. There is slso a war-ship with eight
guns stationed there and a steamer for carrying water and provisions. Bixty camel
police have also been locally enlisted and posted at Marashash, whence fifteen patrol
to Taba and filteen to Ras-el-Nakb every other day. The objeet of thess measures
ap&eam to be to prevent gun-running from Egypt for the Arabs in Syria and the
Hedjaz.

J"[’hiaa would appear to dispose of the report contained in my despatch No. §,
Confidential, of the 13th February that the German Government ave aiming at the
acquisition of Tiran Island,

A further report which seems, however, havdly eredible is that the garrison at
Akaba has been strengthened by the addition of thrcf lbattalgcns from Damasecus,

ave, &,
MILNE CHEETHAM,
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